Promoting NSSE in Classrooms and Co-curricular Spaces 
If you teach a course or administer programs with high numbers of senior or first-year students, you can the following materials will help you promote NSSE in your course. Promotional materials can be found at the University Assessment Services surveys site. 

Slides

You can display a power point or Google slide in your class in mid-March through early April. 

· Power Point
· Google Slide

Canvas Announcement

You can post an announcement in your course space using the following text.  

Seniors and first-year students,
ISU depends on feedback from students like you in order to improve. Tell us about your experience at ISU by completing the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE).  
You can access NSSE by checking your email starting March 17. 
In appreciation for participating, seniors and first year students who complete the survey by April 8, 2026 will be entered into a random drawing to win 1 of 10 Urbanista Noise Cancelling Wireless Headphones (worth $130), 1 of 3 iPad minis 512GB (worth $749) or 1 of 50 Amazon gift cards (worth $25). Your chances of winning depend on how many complete the survey; the last time we administered this survey about 1460 students responded.
If you have questions about the NSSE survey, contact Ryan Smith, director of university assessment services, at rlsmith@ilstu.edu or 309-438-2135.
Other details
NSSE administration dates
· Message 1:  Tuesday, March 17
· Message 2:  Monday, March 23
· Message 3:  Thursday, April 2
· Message 4:  Wednesday, April 8 – last day to be eligible for the incentive
· Message 5:  Tuesday, April 14
· Survey closes May 11


Email address
ISU partners with Indiana University for the NSSE administration. The NSSE survey is hosted on a website that is outside of the ISU web domain. NSSE invitation and reminder emails are sent by NSSE on behalf of ISU director of university assessment services, Ryan Smith and include a unique link to take the survey at https://nssesurvey.org,
Email address
If a student does not wish to participate in NSSE, they can ignore the email or delete it. Or, they may click through to the survey and select “opt out.” They will no longer receive reminder emails from NSSE.
Survey length
The estimated time to complete the survey is 15 minutes. If a student is unable to complete the survey in one session, NSSE will save their progress for later.

Eligibility 
Only undergraduate first-year and seniors are eligible to complete the survey. Graduate and professional students are not eligible. 

Data security 
Students’ responses to NSSE are confidential. Demographic data are collected for disaggregation purposes, but personally identifiable data are not disclosed with the results. Results are housed on the University Assessment Services secure drive. More specific details are included in the IRB protocol. Other questions can be addressed to Ryan Smith, director of university assessment services, at rlsmith@ilstu.edu or 309-438-2135
DOs and DON’Ts[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Adapted from Washington State University NSSE promotions site] 


DO emphasize that ISU uses NSSE results to improve academic and co-curricular experiences. Insights drawn from NSSE can be found on the UAS dashboard and data stories websites. 
DO focus on courses with high enrollments of SENIORS and FIRST-YEAR students
· Why: Other student populations are not eligible for NSSE
DO describe NSSE results as “confidential”
· Why: Demographic data are collected for disaggregation purposes, but personally identifiable data are not disclosed with the results
DON’T offer extra credit for completing NSSE
· Why: NSSE has pre-approved ISU’s incentives
DON’T promote to individual students with “direct and individually targeted” messaging
· For example: No individual emails or one-on-one conversations
DON’T make students feel coerced to take the survey
· For example: There must be no public shaming (even as a joke) or remarks like “Only real Redbirds take NSSE”
DON’T describe NSSE as “anonymous”
· Why: While personally identifiable data are not disclosed with the results, students must log in with ISU credentials to access the survey
DO contact Ryan Smith at rlsmith@ilstu.edu or 309-438-2135 / 815-325-8971 (Cell) if there are any questions. 
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